
www.wrksolutions.com 1.888.469.JOBS (5627)
Workforce Solutions is an equal opportunity employer/program. Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 
(Please request reasonable accommodations 48 hours in advance.) Relay Texas: 1.800.735.2989 (TDD) 1.800.735.2988 (voice) or 711

Labor Market Update May 2020: 
Early Impacts of COVID-19

www.wrksolutions.com 1.888.469.JOBS (5627)
Workforce Solutions is an equal opportunity employer/program. Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 
(Please request reasonable accommodations a minimum of two business days in advance.) Relay Texas: 1.800.735.2989 (TDD) 1.800.735.2988 (voice) or 711



Topics

• Unemployment Rates

• Unemployment Insurance Claims

• Job Ads

Gulf Coast Workforce Board

2



13-County Region Unemployment Rate
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13-County Unemployment Rates & Unemployed Persons (NSA) 
February vs. March 2020
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So…Is 5.1% a Big Deal?
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Fort Bend County Unemployment Rates & Unemployed Persons (NSA) 
February vs. March 2020
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13-County Gulf Coast Region Unemployment Rates March 2020
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13-County Gulf Coast Cities Unemployment Rates March 2020
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So where might the unemployment rate be 
headed?
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Unemployment Insurance Claims
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Good News:
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Is Anyone Hiring and If So, Who?
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Job Ads

16



13-County Region Unique Active Job Ads as of 4/26 
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-34% or -48,000 year over year



Which Industries Are Hiring More or Less 
During COVID-19?
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Gulf Coast Region Month over Month % Change in No. of Job Ads by Sector
(April, 27 2020 to March, 28 2020 over March, 27 2020 to February, 26 2020)
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13-County Region Occupations with Increase in Job Ads
(April, 27 2020 to March, 28 2020 over March, 27 2020 to February, 26 2020)
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Recap

• March unemployment rate below average in historical terms but already 
showing Great Recession-level impacts

• Potential rise in unemployment rate to 10% to 14% in April based on initial UI 
claims since early March

• 94,000 active unique job ads in region at present

• Job ads indicate pull-back in hiring across all major sectors with any increases 
in hiring specific to individual employers

• Increased hiring for occupations limited to media/communications and 
specialist physicians while IT-related show disproportionate retreat
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Thank You!
Parker A. Harvey 
Principal Economist 
Gulf Coast Workforce Board/Workforce Solutions
713-993-2462
parker.harvey@wrksolutions.com



13-County Gulf Coast Region Daily Active Job Ads 
March 1st - April 26th 2019 vs. 2020
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13-County Gulf Coast Region Unemployment Rates March 2020

24

7.3

7.2

6.2

5.7

5.3

5.2

5.2

5.1

5.1

4.8

4.8

4.7

4.6

4.4

0.0 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0 2.5 3.0 3.5 4.0 4.5 5.0 5.5 6.0 6.5 7.0 7.5 8.0

Liberty

Matagorda

Chambers

Brazoria

Galveston

Walker

Harris

Gulf Coast

Waller

Austin

Wharton

Montgomery

Fort Bend

Colorado
2nd lowest 

unemployment 
rate among 13 
county region as 
of March 2020



13-County Gulf Coast Cities Unemployment Rates March 2020
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Gulf Coast WDA – WARN Notice Layoffs
Jan 2011 to Apr 2020
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Source: Texas Workforce Commission
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