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Matagorda County                                Labor Market Information 
Visit the website at http://www.wrksolutions.com. 
 

County Employment Data* 
 

The rate of unemployment in Matagorda County fell four-tenths of a percentage point to 5.5 percent in March, six-tenths 
of a percentage point higher than it was a year earlier. The local rate of unemployment was higher than the broader 
state’s 4.0 percent rate and the nation’s 4.2 percent rate. Total covered employment in Matagorda County experienced a 
net loss of 63 jobs over third quarter 2024, down 0.6 percent. While the county has incurred losses over third quarter 
many times in the past, this was the first since during the pandemic in 2019. Largest contributors to the loss were 
Construction, down 83 jobs or 16.1 percent, Leisure and Hospitality, down 45 jobs or 3.7 percent, and Manufacturing, 
down 39 jobs or 2.6 percent. Trade, Transportation, and Utilities was instrumental in holding losses to a minimum with an 
increase of 117 jobs or 4.2 percent over the quarter. The county reported its fifth consecutive over-the-year loss, down 
150 jobs or 1.3 percent from third quarter 2023. Two industry sectors were primarily responsible for the decline: 
Manufacturing, down 226 jobs or 13.2 percent, and Public Administration, down 58 jobs or 2.5 percent driven by declines 
in Local Government. Largest job gains were found in Trade, Transportation, and Utilities, up 133 jobs or 4.8 percent, and 
Leisure and Hospitality, up 83 jobs or 7.5 percent. Additional details can be found pages 2 through 7.       

 
 MAR 2025 FEB 2025 MAR 2024 
Civilian Labor Force 17,146 17,022 16,673 
Total Employment 16,205 16,018 15,856 
Unemployed 941 1,004 817 
Unemployment Rate 5.5% 5.9% 4.9% 
    
Comparative Actual Rates    
Texas 4.0% 4.3% 3.9% 
U.S. 4.2% 4.5% 3.9% 

 

 
 
*Estimates reflect actual (not seasonal adjusted) data. Civilian Labor Force includes wage and salary workers, self-employed, unpaid family, domestics 
in private households, agricultural workers, workers involved in labor disputes and the unemployed, all by place of residence. Covered employment 
data compiled from 3rd quarter 2024 contribution and wage reports submitted to the Texas Workforce Commission by employers’ subject to the Texas 
Unemployment Compensation Act.  Source: Texas Workforce Commission in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.  
All data is subject to revision. 
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Matagorda County: Unemployment Rate - Actual

Recession Shale Bust Unemployment Rate
Source: Texas Workforce Commission
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Matagorda County                                Labor Market Information 
 

 
 
*Wages compiled from 1st quarter 2024 contribution and wage reports submitted to the Texas Workforce Commission by employers’ subject to the 
Texas Unemployment Compensation Act.   Data source:  the Texas Workforce Commission, Labor Market and Career Information Department in 
cooperation with the Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor.  
   
  
 
 
 

COVERED EMPLOYMENT Avg

 

3RD QTR 

2024

2ND QTR 

2024

3RD QTR 

2023 Actual % Actual %

Wkly 

Wage*

      Total  Employment 11,036      11,099     11,186     -63 -0.6% -150 -1.3% $1,390

Natural Resources & Mining 536           516          545           20 3.9% -9 -1.7% $895

Construction 432 515 467 -83 -16.1% -35 -7.5% $1,416

Manufacturing 1,485        1,524       1,711       -39 -2.6% -226 -13.2% $1,840

Trade, Transportation, & Utilities 2,932 2,815 2,799 117 4.2% 133 4.8% $2,342

Information 121           121          124           0 0.0% -3 -2.4% $454

Financial Activities 326 330 347 -4 -1.2% -21 -6.1% $1,123

Professional & Business Services 589           564          581           25 4.4% 8 1.4% $1,230

Education & Health Services 919 924 941 -5 -0.5% -22 -2.3% $939

Leisure & Hospitality 1,187        1,232       1,104       -45 -3.7% 83 7.5% $398

Other Services 227 248 228 -21 -8.5% -1 -0.4% $747

Nonclassifiable 2                2               1               na na na na na

  Public Administration 2,279 2,308 2,337 -29 -1.3% -58 -2.5% $948

Federal Government 76              76            82             0 0.0% -6 -7.3% $1,371

State Government 106 104 103 2 1.9% 3 2.9% $1,076

Local Government 2,097        2,128       2,152       -31 -1.5% -55 -2.6% $927

 Number of Jobs  Quarter Chg.   Annual Chg
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Matagorda County                                Labor Market Information 
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Natural Resources and Mining

Total Employment Quarter Change Year Change
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Manufacturing

Total Employment Quarter Change Year Change
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Trade, Transportation, and Utilities

Total Employment Quarter Change Year Change
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Professional and Business Services

Total Employment Quarter Change Year Change
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Education and Health Services
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0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

-80

-60

-40

-20

0

20

40

60

80

2
0

0
4

.2
2

0
0

4
.3

20
04

.4
2

0
0

5
.1

2
0

0
5

.2
20

05
.3

2
0

0
5

.4
2

0
0

6
.1

20
06

.2
2

0
0

6
.3

20
06

.4
2

0
0

7
.1

2
0

0
7

.2
20

07
.3

2
0

0
7

.4
2

0
0

8
.1

20
08

.2
2

0
0

8
.3

2
0

0
8

.4
20

09
.1

2
0

0
9

.2
20

09
.3

2
0

0
9

.4
2

0
1

0
.1

20
10

.2
2

0
1

0
.3

2
0

1
0

.4
20

11
.1

2
0

1
1

.2
2

0
1

1
.3

20
11

.4
2

0
1

2
.1

2
0

1
2

.2
2

0
1

2
.3

2
0

1
2

.4
20

13
.1

2
0

1
3

.2
2

0
1

3
.3

20
13

.4
2

0
1

4
.1

2
0

1
4

.2
20

14
.3

2
0

1
4

.4
2

0
1

5
.1

20
15

.2
2

0
1

5
.3

20
15

.4
2

0
1

6
.1

2
0

1
6

.2
20

16
.3

2
0

1
6

.4
2

0
1

7
.1

20
17

.2
2

0
1

7
.3

2
0

1
7

.4
20

18
.1

2
0

1
8

.2
20

18
.3

2
0

1
8

.4
2

0
1

9
.1

20
19

.2
2

0
1

9
.3

2
0

1
9

.4
20

20
.1

2
0

2
0

.2
2

0
2

0
.3

20
20

.4
2

0
2

1
.1

2
0

2
1

.2
2

0
2

1
.3

2
0

2
1

.4
20

22
.1

2
0

2
2

.2
2

0
2

2
.3

20
22

.4
2

0
2

3
.1

2
0

2
3

.2
20

23
.3

2
0

2
3

.4
2

0
2

4
.1

20
24

.2
2

0
2

4
.3

To
ta

l E
w

m
p

lo
ym

en
t

Information

Total Employment Quarter Change Year Change

Data for 2nd Qtr 2019 suppressed by the
Texas Workforce Commission LMCI Department
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Total Employment Quarter Change Year Change
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Other Services

Total Employment Quarter Change Year Change

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

-40

-30

-20

-10

0

10

20

30

40

50

20
04

.2
2

0
0

4
.3

2
0

0
4

.4
2

0
0

5
.1

2
0

0
5

.2
20

05
.3

20
05

.4
2

0
0

6
.1

2
0

0
6

.2
2

0
0

6
.3

2
0

0
6

.4
20

07
.1

20
07

.2
2

0
0

7
.3

2
0

0
7

.4
2

0
0

8
.1

2
0

0
8

.2
20

08
.3

2
0

0
8

.4
2

0
0

9
.1

2
0

0
9

.2
2

0
0

9
.3

20
09

.4
20

10
.1

2
0

1
0

.2
2

0
1

0
.3

2
0

1
0

.4
2

0
1

1
.1

20
11

.2
20

11
.3

2
0

1
1

.4
2

0
1

2
.1

2
0

1
2

.2
2

0
1

2
.3

20
12

.4
20

13
.1

2
0

1
3

.2
2

0
1

3
.3

2
0

1
3

.4
2

0
1

4
.1

20
14

.2
20

14
.3

2
0

1
4

.4
2

0
1

5
.1

2
0

1
5

.2
2

0
1

5
.3

20
15

.4
20

16
.1

2
0

1
6

.2
2

0
1

6
.3

2
0

1
6

.4
2

0
1

7
.1

20
17

.2
2

0
1

7
.3

2
0

1
7

.4
2

0
1

8
.1

2
0

1
8

.2
20

18
.3

20
18

.4
2

0
1

9
.1

2
0

1
9

.2
2

0
1

9
.3

2
0

1
9

.4
20

20
.1

20
20

.2
2

0
2

0
.3

2
0

2
0

.4
2

0
2

1
.1

2
0

2
1

.2
20

21
.3

20
21

.4
2

0
2

2
.1

2
0

2
2

.2
2

0
2

2
.3

2
0

2
2

.4
20

23
.1

20
23

.2
2

0
2

3
.3

2
0

2
3

.4
2

0
2

4
.1

2
0

2
4

.2
20

24
.3

To
ta

l E
m

p
lo

ym
en

t

Federal Government

Total Employment Quarter Change Year Change
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Matagorda County                                Labor Market Information 

 
 
Covered employment data compiled from contribution and wage reports submitted to the Texas Workforce Commission by employers’ subject to the 
Texas Unemployment Compensation Act.  Source: Texas Workforce Commission in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor 
Statistics.  Historical data was only available for second quarter 2003 and forward. All data is subject to revision.    
       

All-Time High All-Time High Quarter All-Time Low All-Time Low Qtr

Total 11,425 2022.4 9,938 2020.2

Natural Resources and Miining 993 2014.3 482 2023.1

Construction 623 2015.3 242 2014.2

Manufacturing 1,711 2023.3 256 2014.3

Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 3,321 2010.2 2,716 2022.2

Information 171 2017.3 55 2016.2

Financial Activities 432 2007.4 295 2016.2

Professional and Business Services 979 2019.4 455 2013.2

Education and Health Services 1,083 2014.1 660 2003.4

Leisure and Hospitality 1,232 2018.2 851 2004.4

Other Services 474 2005.2 214 2023.1

Federal Government 113 2016.1 69 2022.2

State Government 125 2008.3 85 2017.4

Local Government 2,480 2010.2 2,072 2022.3

1st Qtr Avg Chg # 1st Qtr Avg Chg % 2nd Qtr Avg Chg # 2nd Qtr Avg Chg %

Total -116 -1.1% 107 1.0%

Natural Resources and Miining -64 -8.3% 46 6.9%

Construction -19 -1.7% 22 6.5%

Manufacturing 35 7.0% -9 -1.5%

Trade, Transportation, and Utilities -47 -1.3% 11 0.3%

Information 1 0.4% 0 2.7%

Financial Activities 0 0.0% -3 -1.0%

Professional and Business Services -60 -6.9% 4 1.3%

Education and Health Services 8 1.0% 4 0.5%

Leisure and Hospitality 9 1.1% 42 4.0%

Other Services 2 0.6% 7 2.1%

Federal Government 1 1.1% -2 -1.3%

State Government 2 1.8% 0 0.3%

Local Government 6 0.3% -17 -0.8%

3rd Qtr Avg Chg # 3rd Qtr Avg Chg % 4th Qtr Avg Chg # 4th Qtr Avg Chg %

Total -122 -1.1% 157 1.5%

Natural Resources and Miining 39 5.7% -35 -4.7%

Construction -17 -3.4% 8 2.6%

Manufacturing 7 0.8% 19 4.9%

Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 28 1.0% -4 -0.1%

Information 1 1.4% -1 0.7%

Financial Activities 0 0.1% 2 0.6%

Professional and Business Services -26 -3.2% 79 13.7%

Education and Health Services -6 -0.5% 5 0.5%

Leisure and Hospitality -10 -0.8% -29 -2.6%

Other Services -13 -3.2% -8 -2.1%

Federal Government 1 1.8% -1 -1.6%

State Government 0 0.0% -1 -1.1%

Local Government -123 -5.2% 124 5.7%

Historical Employment Highlights 

Average Change from Previous Quarter

Average Change from Previous Quarter
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Matagorda County 1983-2024 

     Covered Employment** 

 Matagorda County                               Labor Market Information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
**Data Compiled from 1st quarter contribution and wage reports submitted to the Texas Workforce Commission by employers’ subject to the Texas 
Unemployment Compensation Act.  For more information on a specific industry, please call 832/681-2535.  Data source:  the Texas Workforce 
Commission, Labor Market and Career Information Department in cooperation with the Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor. 
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Annual Change in Covered Employment **

YEAR JOBS +/(-) % +/-

83 9,889

84 10,696 807 8.2%

85 19,040 8,344 78.0%

86 18,506 (534) -2.8%

87 17,283 (1,223) -6.6%

88 15,183 (2,100) -12.2%

89 13,499 (1,684) -11.1%

90 11,806 (1,693) -12.5%

91 12,000 194 1.6%

92 11,952 (48) -0.4%

93 11,692 (260) -2.2%

94 11,798 106 0.9%

95 12,008 210 1.8%

96 11,172 (836) -7.0%

97 11,384 212 1.9%

98 12,151 767 6.7%

99 12,332 181 1.5%

00 11,500 (832) -6.7%

01 11,557 57 0.5%

02 10,652 (905) -7.8%

03 10,420 (232) -2.2%

04 10,318 (102) -1.0%

05 10,170 (148) -1.4%

06 10,007 (163) -1.6%

07 10,696 689 6.9%

08 10,709 13 0.1%

09 10,815 106 1.0%

10 11,004 189 1.7%

11 10,404 (600) -5.5%

12 10,026 (378) -3.6%

13 10,014 (12) -0.1%

14 10,356 342 3.4%

15 10,933 577 5.6%

16 10,702 (231) -2.1%

17 10,822 120 1.1%

18 10,780 (42) -0.4%

19 10,665 (115) -1.1%

20 10,808 143 1.3%

21 10,292 (516) -4.8%

22 11,169 877 8.5%

23 11,336 167 1.5%

24 11,258 (78) -0.7%
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Matagorda County                                Labor Market Information 

 
*Data compiled by the Texas Workforce Commission, LMCI Dept. in cooperation with the Bureau of Labor Statistics as part of the Occupational Employment Survey.  Employment is the estimate of employment based upon the 
sample, not the sample employment. Wages for the OES survey are straight-time, gross pay, exclusive of premium pay. Base rate, cost-of-living allowances, guaranteed pay, hazardous-duty pay, incentive pay including 

commissions and production bonuses, tips, and on-call pay are included. Excluded are back pay, jury duty pay, overtime pay, severance pay, shift differentials, nonproduction bonuses, employer cost of supplementary benefits, 

and tuition reimbursements.  **The Gulf Coast Region is defined as Austin, Brazoria, Chambers, Colorado, Fort Bend, Galveston, Harris, Liberty, Matagorda, Montgomery, Walker, Waller, and Wharton Counties.  


