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County Employment Data*

The rate of unemployment in Matagorda County fell four-tenths of a percentage point to 5.5 percent in March, six-tenths
of a percentage point higher than it was a year earlier. The local rate of unemployment was higher than the broader
state’s 4.0 percent rate and the nation’s 4.2 percent rate. Total covered employment in Matagorda County experienced a
net loss of 63 jobs over third quarter 2024, down 0.6 percent. While the county has incurred losses over third quarter
many times in the past, this was the first since during the pandemic in 2019. Largest contributors to the loss were
Construction, down 83 jobs or 16.1 percent, Leisure and Hospitality, down 45 jobs or 3.7 percent, and Manufacturing,
down 39 jobs or 2.6 percent. Trade, Transportation, and Utilities was instrumental in holding losses to a minimum with an
increase of 117 jobs or 4.2 percent over the quarter. The county reported its fifth consecutive over-the-year loss, down
150 jobs or 1.3 percent from third quarter 2023. Two industry sectors were primarily responsible for the decline:
Manufacturing, down 226 jobs or 13.2 percent, and Public Administration, down 58 jobs or 2.5 percent driven by declines
in Local Government. Largest job gains were found in Trade, Transportation, and Utilities, up 133 jobs or 4.8 percent, and
Leisure and Hospitality, up 83 jobs or 7.5 percent. Additional details can be found pages 2 through 7.

MAR 2025 FEB 2025 MAR 2024
Civilian Labor Force 17,146 17,022 16,673
Total Employment 16,205 16,018 15,856
Unemployed 941 1,004 817
Unemployment Rate 5.5% 5.9% 4.9%
Comparative Actual Rates
Texas 4.0% 4.3% 3.9%
U.s. 4.2% 4.5% 3.9%
Matagorda County: Unemployment Rate - Actual
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Source: Texas Workforce Commission Recession shale Bust Unemployment Rate Workigecs Solicens

*Estimates reflect actual (not seasonal adjusted) data. Civilian Labor Force includes wage and salary workers, self-employed, unpaid family, domestics
in private households, agricultural workers, workers involved in labor disputes and the unemployed, all by place of residence. Covered employment
data compiled from 3rd quarter 2024 contribution and wage reports submitted to the Texas Workforce Commission by employers’ subject to the Texas

Unemployment Compensation Act. Source: Texas Workforce Commission in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
All data is subject to revision.
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COVERED EMPLOYMENT Number of Jobs Quarter Chg. Annual Chg Avg
3RDQTR 2ND QTR 3RD QTR Wkly
2024 2024 2023 Actual % Actudl % Wage*
Total Employment 11,036 11,099 11,186 -63 -0.6% -150 -1.3% $1,390
Natural Resources & Mining 536 516 545 20 3.9% -9 -1.7% $895
Construction 432 515 467 -83 -16.1% -35 7.5% $1,416
Manufacturing 1,485 1,524 1,711 -39 -2.6% -226  -13.2% $1,840
Trade, Transportation, & Utilities 2,932 2,815 2,799 117 4.2% 133 4.8% $2,342
Information 121 121 124 0 0.0% -3 -2.4%  $454
Financial Activities 326 330 347 -4 -1.2% -21 -6.1% $1,123
Professional & Business Services 589 564 581 25 4.4% 8 1.4% $1,230
Education & Health Services 919 924 941 -5 -0.5% -22 -2.3% $939
Leisure & Hospitality 1,187 1,232 1,104 -45 -3.7% 83 7.5% $398
Other Services 227 248 228 -21 -8.5% -1 -0.4% $747
Nonclassifiable 2 2 1 na na na na na
Public Administration 2,279 2,308 2,337 -29 -1.3% -58 -2.5% $948
Federal Government 76 76 82 0 0.0% -6 -7.3% $1,371
State Government 106 104 103 2 1.9% 3 2.9% $1,076
Local Government 2,097 2,128 2,152 -31 -1.5% -55 -2.6% $927

*Wages compiled from 1s' quarter 2024 contribution and wage reports submitted to the Texas Workforce Commission by employers’ subject to the
Texas Unemployment Compensation Act. Data source: the Texas Workforce Commission, Labor Market and Career Information Department in
cooperation with the Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor.
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Historical Employment Highlights

All-Time High

All-Time High Quarter

All-Time Low

All-Time Low Qir

Total 11,425 2022.4 9,938 2020.2
Natural Resources and Miining 993 2014.3 482 2023.1
Construction 623 2015.3 242 2014.2
Manufacturing 1,711 2023.3 256 2014.3
Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 3,321 2010.2 2,716 2022.2
Information 171 2017.3 55 2016.2
Financial Activities 432 2007.4 295 2016.2
Professional and Business Services 979 2019.4 455 2013.2
Education and Health Services 1,083 2014.1 660 2003.4
Leisure and Hospitality 1,232 2018.2 851 2004.4
Other Services 474 2005.2 214 2023.1
Federal Government 113 2016.1 69 2022.2
State Government 125 2008.3 85 2017.4
Local Government 2,480 2010.2 2,072 2022.3

Average Change from Previous Quarter

1st Qir Avg Chg #

1st Qtr Avg Chg %

2nd Qir Avg Chg #

2nd Qir Avg Chg %

Total -116 -1.1% 107 1.0%
Natural Resources and Miining -64 -8.3% 46 6.9%
Construction -19 -1.7% 22 6.5%
Manufacturing 35 7.0% -9 -1.5%
Trade, Transportation, and Utilities -47 -1.3% 11 0.3%
Information 1 0.4% 0 2.7%
Financial Activities 0 0.0% -3 -1.0%
Professional and Business Services -60 -6.9% 4 1.3%
Education and Health Services 8 1.0% 4 0.5%
Leisure and Hospitality 9 1.1% 42 4.0%
Other Services 2 0.6% 7 2.1%
Federal Government 1 1.1% -2 -1.3%
State Government 2 1.8% 0 0.3%
Local Government 6 0.3% -17 -0.8%
Average Change from Previous Quarter
3rd Qir Avg Chg # 3rd Qir Avg Chg % 4th Qtr Avg Chg # 4th Qtr Avg Chg %
Total -122 -1.1% 157 1.5%
Natural Resources and Miining 39 5.7% -35 -4.7%
Construction -17 -3.4% 8 2.6%
Manufacturing 7 0.8% 19 4.9%
Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 28 1.0% -4 -0.1%
Information 1 1.4% -1 0.7%
Financial Activities 0 0.1% 2 0.6%
Professional and Business Services -26 -3.2% 79 13.7%
Education and Health Services -6 -0.5% 5 0.5%
Leisure and Hospitality -10 -0.8% -29 -2.6%
Other Services -13 -3.2% -8 -2.1%
Federal Government 1 1.8% -1 -1.6%
State Government 0 0.0% -1 -1.1%
Local Government -123 -5.2% 124 5.7%

Covered employment data compiled from contribution and wage reports submitted to the Texas Workforce Commission by employers’ subject to the
Texas Unemployment Compensation Act. Source: Texas Workforce Commission in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor
Statistics. Historical data was only available for second quarter 2003 and forward. All data is subject to revision.
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Covered Employment** Number of Jobs in Covered Employment
YEAR JOBS +/(-) % +/- 20.00
83 9,889 M-
84 10,696 807 8.2% 18.00 —j11-
85 19,040 8,344 | 78.0% — 16.00 |—
86 18,506 (534)  -2.8% g m
87 17,283 (1,223)|  -6.6% g 14.00 [—H[{HI=
88 15,183 (2,100)| -12.2% g _
= 1200 —{{h =g
89 13,499]  (1,684) -11.1% c M nm _ . I
90 11,806  (1,693)| -12.5% E 10.00  (HHHHHHHHHHHEHHEHE R anTTH i aer THTHH I
91 12,000 194 1.6% °
92 11,952 (48)|  -0.4% % 8.00
93 11,692 260 -2.2% o
(29) . S 600
94 11,798 106 0.9% [
95 12,008 210 1.8% Z  4.00
96 11,172 (836)] -7.0%
97 11,384 212 1.9% 2.00
98 12,151 767 6.7% )
5 (2662 ILETH -7 838587899193959799010305070911131517192123
00 11,500 832)]  -6.7%
o1 11,557 57 0.5%
02 10,652 (905)|  7.8% . s
p” 10,420 e Annual Change in Covered Employment
04 10,318 (102)]  -1.0% 90.0%
05 10,170 (148)|  -1.4% .
06 10,007 (163)]  -1.6% 80.0%
07 10,696 689 6.9% 70.0%
08 10,709 13 0.1% o
w 0 -
09 10,815 106 1.0% S 60.0%
10 11,004 189 1.7% 8 50.0% A
n 10,404 (600)|  -5.5% e
o N
12 10,026 (378)]  -3.6% g 40.0%
13 10,014 (12 -01% g 30.0%
14 10,356 342 3.4% £
-— o
15 10,933 577 5.6% s 20.0%
o
16 10,702 (231) -2.1% g-‘-, 10.0%
17 10,822 120 1.19
Z 0.0 e N A AL N
18 10,780 (42) 0.4% . o T IIII/WIIVIIIVV—LJIIIIVIIVINIVII‘
19 10,665 15)] 1% -10.0% ]
20 10,808 143 1.3%
21 10,292 (516)|  -4.8% -20.0%
22 11169 677 8.5% 84 87 90 93 96 99 02 05 08 11 14 17 20 23
23 11,336 167 1.5%
24 11,258 78)|  -07%

**Data Compiled from 15t quarter contribution and wage reports submitted to the Texas Workforce Commission by employers’ subject to the Texas
Unemployment Compensation Act. For more information on a specific industry, please call 832/681-2535. Data source: the Texas Workforce
Commission, Labor Market and Career Information Department in cooperation with the Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor.
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Gulf Coast™ 2023 Wages™

(High-5kil High-Growth OccupofiorsTangel ed by the Gulf Coost Workforce Boord )

Avaroge Averoge

St Choc Howrly Arnual

Coda Chooupen fiom Waoge Waoge Employment
13-2011 Acowntont & Awdbors 54578 505220 2710
423023 Avtomofive Servim Tedhnicors and Medianic 32516 553,323 14 850
43-3031 EBookkeespers, Accg ond Audiing Clerks 522 68 547 591 32 450
49-3031  Bux ond Tneck Mechonics ond Diesel Engine Speciolisis Jri49  §59.249 &, 960
53-3052 Bus Dwiwvars, Tromsit and Intercity 323.22 545 300 3,360
131020 Buyers ond Purchosng Agents 53719 e o A80
47-2031 Copenfers 2382 $49.554 10,270
41-2011 Coshiers 31359 528,264 7,1 20
300011 Childoora W orkars 51379 528,686 12,200
17-2051 Ciwvil Engineer $48.19 §$100.242 9.630
15-1232 Computer User S woport S peciolists $2793 $5508F 13,000
47-2061  Constucfion Loborars 1904 539613 34 550
352012 Cocks, Insfinfion ond Cofetria 31572 532,691 770
352014 Cooks Pesuurant 51513 531,471 30,590
43-4051  Customar Service Bepreasen ofivaes F1%.44 540439 ob b 30
49-2051  Electricol Power-Line lnsrollers ond R epoirers 33710 77065 3,510
47-3013 Eledricion Halpars 32152 544754 2,090
47-21 11 Electricions $28.31 $56.8676 19800
43-6011 Exeoutive Secefores ond Eceoufive Sdm iniirofive Sssisonts 53452 571,811 e
353023 Fost Food ond Cownter Workars 31226 525505 B, 2850
431011 Fistlne Supsrvizors of Office and Admimstrotive Sopport Work ars 53306 S8, 7SS 39,250
41-1011 Fstlne Supervisors of Retoil Soles Wordars 52302 S40 T4 23310
352021 Food Preporofion Workers 51393 536,94 26,540
11-2051 Food Service Monogers 33490 724600 4480
11-102] Geneol ond O perofions Monogers 6178 $128470 108 450
395012 Hoirdremers, Hoirstyliss, ond Cosmefobegists S18.75 S35, e &2 10
49-0021  Heofing, Air C ondifi oning, on d Refi gerotion M echonice F2792 $55.069 73230
49-2041  Industrionl Mo hinery M echonics 3255 §6F.T09 15910
537051 md e irial Trock ond Trodor Cperator S0 543 480 18,870
372011  Jonitors ond Cleoners, Except Maids ond Howssheeping Cleorars S14.68 530,538 45 a0
837062 Loborers ond Fraight Sod, ond Mool Movers, Hond 318622 537,690 56,910
29-2081 Licemed Proctica ond Licens ed Vocotionol Nuerses $25.26  $58.787 11,660
11-3081 Lodging Monagers 53528 573,39 SH
51-4041 Mochinists §27.18  §56,545 & 6 50
11-2021 Mok efing Monogers $7408 §154,006 7,940
J1-9092 Medon Assistonfs F19.51 $40,585 16,100
49-3042 Mobile Heovy Eguipmenf Mechonics, Except Engines 33078 $6.4 025 5,500
31-1131  Huming Asishrts 51754 536475 16,340
43-F001  Office Cladks, Genaral F19.61 40,75 9 3% S50
201051  Phomodss Sa65.63 5136925 &8 40
47-2152 Plvmbers, Pipeif tes, ond Steomi frers $25.50 $50 465 1,710
33-3051  Police and Shemifft Potrol Officers 335.60 574044 14630
43-5061  Prodhec fion, Plonning, ond Expediting Clerks $27.18  $56,528 7,900
434171 Recepfionsts ond Infomaofion Clerks 51654 534 400 23,060
29-1141  Registered Nurses F4530 $94,250 62,550
41-2031 Rotoil Solespersons 51622 533,740 72,8540
47-5071  Roustobours, Ol ond Gos §2394  §49. 785 4,570
41-40 12 Soles Bepresentofives, Wholesole ond Mon ufoc fering, excent Technica ond Scien fific Produects 23685 ET6 540 26 070
43-601 4 Socramre:s ond Adminisrofive S=ktont, Exceptlagal, Madicol, ond Exaoufiva 52081 543,285 36,890
33-*032  Seoerity Guords 31663 535006 17 590
537045 Stwodiers ond Ordar Fillers 51784 537,310 &1 780
531047 Supervizors of Tronsportofion ard Mool Moving Workers, Eccfroroft G SI9OF 5462 337 14,200
53-3032 Trwck Drivers, Heovy on Troc tor-Traler §26.52 §55,156 48,570
53-3033 Trudk Driwers, Light or Dalivery Sarvices S8 545124 17,380
51-4121 Welders, Cufters, Solderers, ond B rozers 2710 $56.372 16,9 50

*Data compiled by the Texas Workforce Commission, LMCI Dept. in cooperation with the Bureau of Labor Statistics as part of the Occupational Employment Survey. Employ is the of employment based upon the

sample, not the sample employment. Wages for the OES survey are straight-time, gross pay, exclusive of premium pay. Base rate, cost-of-living allowances, guaranteed pay, hczordous-duty pay, incentive pay including

commissions and production bonuses, tips, and on-call pay are included. Excluded are buck puy, |ury dufy pay, overtime pay, severance pay, shift differentials, nonproduction b
and tuition reimbursements. **The Gulf Coast Region is defined as Austin, B , C

ployer cost of

ppl itary benefits,

, Fort Bend, Galveston, Harris, Liberty, Matagorda, Montgomery, Walker, Waller, and Wharton Counties.



